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Lately on Facebook I have seen a picture posted of a row of 
matches and one that steps away.  The moral of the story is the 
fire can stop spreading if we choose to step away.  In my daily 
devotion today, I came across Proverbs 26:20 “Where there 
is no wood, the fire goes out.”   I understand that this is a 
reference to gossiping, talebearing, and contentions. But I 
think there is a lesson for us beyond just not gossiping.  It is 
the lesson of learning to let God Control our mind and our 
words. 
 

With everything we are going through due to this Coronavirus, the isolation, loneliness, depression, and 
stress.  It is easy to want to blow off some steam and respond, to share our personal thoughts and opinions.  
As a result, I have heard many critical comments made about those in positions of leadership (local and 
national) for their decisions they have had to make.  Just turn on the tv or google it on the internet and you 
find all the negativity in our world today.  People complaining, people protesting, people arguing. 
 

God has called us as Christians to be different.  Different from the world in which we live.   When we voice 
our opinions in the heat of the moment, we throw wood on the fire and cause more damage. But if we allow 
ourselves to be led by the Spirit, to remain silent, not get on the complaint bandwagon and to step away, 
the fire will eventually burn out.   “Where there is no wood, the fire goes out.”    
 

In my office I have two yellow buckets, one with a ‘G’ on it and 
the other with a ‘W’ on it.   I keep them to remind me that we 
have two choices.  We can either through ‘Gas’ on the fire, and 
keep it burning, or we can throw ‘Water’ on the fire and put it 
out. 
 
During this crazy time in our world we need to stop throwing 
gas on the fires. We need to step away, be different, we need 
to stop criticizing those who are trying to lead us and start 
offering up prayers and words of encouragement and grace, 

even when we have different opinions.   
 

The April 21 devotion in one of my favorite books, “Jesus Calling,” reminds us to “let God control our 
minds.”  Do you realize that God created each of us in His image?  That means we are uniquely set apart 
from the rest of creation.  We can have a personal relationship with God the Creator of this world.  So, 
shouldn’t we open ourselves to God presence, letting His light permeate our thinking and control our 
speech?  When “His Spirit is controlling our minds, we will be filled with life and peace.”   Then we will 
be water on the fires of contention around us and not gas.  “Where there is no wood, the fire goes out.” 
 

Praying for each of you today, 
Pastor David 
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