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April 28, 2020                       Pastor’s Perspective… 
     My father used to tell me, “You can work harder, or you can work smarter.”  I was reminded of his quote 

while reading in Ecclesiastes this week.   In Chapter 10 verse 10 it says, “If the iron be blunt, and he does not 

whet the edge, then must he put to more strength; but wisdom is profitable to direct.” (KJV)  
 

     When I was young, my father took time to teach me the meaning of this verse.   Every summer one of our 

tasks was to pick up a load of firewood to have ready for the fireplace throughout the winter.   We would bring 

the load home, unload it and stack it behind our house. (actually not ‘we’, more like ‘I’) Then my father would 

have me split the wood into smaller pieces of kindling to have for the fireplace.  I really think the way wood keeps 

you warm during the winter is all the chopping and stacking of the wood not the fire itself.  Anyway, I remember 

many of day’s swinging that ax and tiring myself out trying to split that wood. Until one day my dad showed me 

how to “Whet” the edge of the ax.  Which is a term meaning to sharpen the edge.   
 

     I remember watching my father sharpen his pocket-knife with a “whetstone,” 

some water and a little oil.  But I will never forget that lesson he taught me on 

how to sharpen an ax followed by his demonstrating to me how much easier it 

was to chop that wood with a sharpened ax.     
 

     The lesson my father taught me is the same lesson we find in Ecclesiastes 

10:10.  “If the ax is dull, and one does not ‘whet’ sharpen the edge, then he 

must use more strength; but wisdom brings success.” (NKJV) 
 

     I now understand the difference in chopping wood with a dull ax verses a 

sharp one. I was swinging and working harder than I needed too with that 

dull ax.  Expending energy, tiring myself out and not being very productive.   

But by applying the wisdom my father gave me, and taking a few minutes to 

sharpen the ax, I was able to accomplish more with less energy.  
 

     That’s the lesson my father taught me, and I want to share with you today.  

“The wisdom of a whetted ax.” 
     Verse 10 tells us that “Wisdom brings success.”  Wisdom will teach us to whet or sharpen the tools we use in 

life, rather than leaving them blunt, requiring ourselves to exert so much strength and energy.  We can save 

ourselves a great deal of labor if we would sharpen before we cut. Abraham Lincoln once said, “If I had six hours 

to chop down a tree, I would spend the first four hours sharpening the axe.”   If we would stop and consider 

what is appropriate to be said and done in every situation, seeking God’s wisdom and direction, we will be able 

to do our work smoothly and easily, both for others and for ourselves.  

     Godly wisdom will direct how to sharpen and put an edge upon both ourselves and the work we do.  

Just as my father taught me, “you never lose time when your sharpening your ax.”   
 

     Take time today, to sharpen what God has called you to.  Read God’s Word and seek His wisdom for your 

life.   As it says in James 1:5     “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God,  

who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 
 

 We can choose to “work harder or work smarter.”  Working hard for God is a great 

thing, but God wants us to be more efficient in what we do, so seek His wisdom and 

work smarter today. 
 

Praying for each of you today, 
Pastor David 

Olivet Baptist Church, 1689 GA Hwy 19 S. Dublin, Georgia 31021 
www.obcdublin.com        478-272-0146 

http://www.obcdublin.com/

